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with mind mapping applications

Evernote ~ G e » == Murally and Evernote =
""" search for notes on your account
Search for notes on your account... E 3
E.O' NOTEEOOKS 1-1-. G
- o/ o/
ﬁ ' Mind mapping + Evernote
E All notes 1 Ml"_'llreporl
| How mind mapping and
E | Evernote can work together to
. provide a total information

')
{=]
4
il
m
Z
O

| management solution

Q 10 - Mind | Ever notes strength is as an
1-Introduction mapping e
pros/cons E .\‘
& - &/ o/

Since its launch in 2008, Evernote has evolved into a powerful tool for taking notes and
capturing all types of digital content. Its growth rate has been amazing; as of February of this
year, it has over 50 million users, with 100,000 a day signing up for it. Developers of mind
mapping and visual thinking applications have embraced Evernote, integrating with it in a
number of different ways.

In this report, | will provide you with an overview of the desktop- and web-based mind mapping
and visual thinking applications that integrate with Evernote. | will describe how they work
together and the pros and cons of each developer’s approach.

As a writer, | have a strong personal interest in this topic. | have been using Evernote for several
years as my primary tool for capturing content ideas. | also do a significant amount of writing
within it, mainly because Evernote does a fantastic job of giving me instant access to all of my
notes no matter where | go or what computing platform I'm using. | also find it useful for


http://www.evernote.com/
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gathering research for reports I’'m working on. Evernote’s web clipper enables me to quickly and
easily capture all or part of any web page, tag it and store it in a folder of my choice.

So naturally, for larger reports and projects, I’'m keenly interested in developing new ways to
incorporate the great content and ideas I've gathered in Evernote into my mind maps. So let’s
take a closer look, shall we?

One capability all mind mapping applications share

At the most basic level, any mind mapping program can “integrate” with Evernote. Simply click
on the “share” button at the top of the note window. A drop-down menu appears that gives you
several choices. The last one says

“copy note URL to clipboard.” Select B

that, and then switch to your mind
® Reminder  ¢» Share » [ Info ig Delete

mapping program of choice. Select a

topic where you want to place the URL Send By Ernail...

and use whatever command you need Post To Facebook
Post To Twitter

Post To LinkedIn
Copy Mote URL Te Clipboard

to open up the hyperlink window. Then
paste the Evernote URL into this field

and save your link. You can now click & a tatal infarmatine

on that link in your mind map, and browser window will open containing that specific Evernote
note.

Mindjet

Mindjet Web, the developer’'s web-based version of MindManager (which is sold as part of its
ProjectDirector set of cloud-based team collaboration tools), includes an Evernote export tool
that enables you to export part or all of a mind map to a note in Evernote. In the process, it
creates a link back to the map’s location in your Mindjet Web account. This assumes, of course,
that your mind map has its permission set to “public.” This functionality won’t work with private
maps. It also only works in the Mindjet Web application, not in the developer’s popular desktop
mind mapping software for Windows and Mac.


http://www.mindjet.com/products/mindjet-for-web/
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Ideally, I'd like to see integration work the C} o ) @ E .
other direction between Evernote and the o L@ == .
desktop version of MindManager. I'd love to - Evemats

be able to pull a single note, with all of its Tesis Toos o

content and formatting intact, into a mind map.
It could be placed as either an attachment or
as a topic note. That would help me
immeasurably in my goal of utilizing the
knowledge I've captured in Evernote in my
mind maps. But, as of now, no developer has
tackled this need exactly as | envision it. While
conducting research for this report, | came

across a discussion thread in the Mindjet

support forums where its staff was asking
users what their ideal MindManager-Evernote integration should look like. Many people
contributed some excellent suggestions for how the two applications should work together. But
so far, Mindjet hasn’t released any improvements to its integration since it was first added to
Mindjet Web two years ago.

This integration is only accessible if you purchase a MindManager PLUS subscription for US$99
a year if you already own the PC and Mac versions of MindManager or $129 a year if you don't.
This enables you to receive all updates for your desktop software, plus a Mindjet Web account.

myThings 2 add-in for MindManager

This add-in makes it possible to send a note from Evernote to MindManager. When it is
imported into MindManager, its content is converted to topic notes — with all formatting intact!
The one downside is that myThings 2 isn’t a generic way to import notes into MindManager. It's
actually a tool for implementing David Allen’s Getting Things Done (GTD) task management
system. So imported notes can only be stored in a map called “inbox,” where they are to be
processed for next actions.


http://www.mythings.info/en/
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When you first set up myThings 2, the application installs a new tab in MindManager's ribbob
toolbar. The first time you use it, it asks you which Evernote folder you want to dedicate to
capturing next actions and pulling them into MindManager. When you run myThings, it scans
this folder and imports all notes it finds into a special map called “inbox.” But it doesn’t just make
a copy of the note and send it to MindManager — it moves it out of your designated Evernote
folder. Seen within the context of the GTD system, it makes perfect sense — you capture a
bunch of next actions in Evernote and then move them into your GTD maps in MindManager —
but it isn’t the functionality | was looking for. Still, it's cool to see that this type of Evernote-to-
topic-notes import is possible, and it works very elegantly!

Y N nbox - Mindjct T— [E=RECR™
Home Insert Design Review View Help  |myThings Find: i e @ of

4~ ¥ e  als | About -
HYE 32 2v YOS

Update Mobile Evernote | Answered Waiting Done | myThings Help
Inbox Map~ ~ faor v Pane

Inbox Actions Product
- 1 =
N-Ed# 9 -o-E +

= | Topic Hotes - > | X Close
JIAIE]=-=E= L -A-

This is a test import of a note using
myThings

£ This is a test import of a note

| using myThings FYC Does formatting carry aver?

S This is bold

My Inhox This is italic

| | This is a task

ConceptDraw MINDMAP

For a number of years, CS Odessa, the developer of ConceptDraw MINDMAP, has offered a
growing set of add-ins for this well-designed mind mapping program in its Solutions Exchange.
Last year, they released an Evernote plug-in for it called Note Exchange.



http://appcenter.evernote.com/app/conceptdraw-mindmap/windows
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When you install Note Exchange, it adds a “Send to
Evernote” button featuring the information manager’s =
) ) (" #% Find o7 | I&E-
bright green and black elephant icon to the toolbar of Lg a3 Replace abe| _,'J
ConceptDraw MINDMAP. Clicking on it causes a v Tweet [ Sendto | .- _ Spelling | Smart
_ _ . Topic~ [Evernote »| 'z Select All Enter
drop-down list with four transfer options to appear: B Ssend TopicText o
. . . .s Send Branch Text Is
1. Topic text — Sends the text from a single topic 8 seniihio 1
to Evernote q Send Document :> 7 ‘/ X
Settings ' e
2. Branch text — Sends the text from an entire e I PN =

Simply

branch as a hierarchical outline to Evernote

Send map — This option sends the text from your entire mind map as a hierarchical
outline plus an image of your mind map to Evernote

Send document — This option sends the text from your entire mind map as a hierarchical
outline, a map image and the native CDMZ mind map file to Evernote. This last option
makes it possible to access your ConceptDraw MINDMAP maps anywhere you have
access to Evernote. Because they are stored in Evernote as attachments to notes, these
notes can be tagged, making them easy to retrieve later.

click one, and your map data instantly appears in the desktop version of Evernote. Note

Exchange works in both the PC and Mac versions of ConceptDraw MINDMAP. However, as of
this writing, it is only one-way integration; you can’t import notes to your mind maps.

Mindomo

Mindomo, a popular web-based mind mapping application, does a really nice job of integrating
with Evernote — perhaps the most intuitive integration I've seen. The process to do so is very

simple:

1.

Select the “bookmarks” icon in the toolbar near the bottom of the icon bar on the left side

of the workspace (it looks like a light bulb)

In the menu that appears, click on the drop-down list and select Evernote. The first time
you do this, you'll need to authorize Mindomo to access Evernote.

Once that’s done, refresh the view in this dialog box and your latest Evernote notes are

visible.


http://www.mindomo.com/
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A search field at the top of this dialog box makes it possible to find the notes you're looking for
using keyword search. Unfortunately, there currently isn’t a capability to drill down by folder, but
that’s OK. The user interface of this integration is very well designed. It displays the title and first
three lines of each note, which is usually enough to tell what it contains. If that’s not enough, a
“show more” link expands the note’s summary so you can see more of its content. If you click on
the headline, the URL embedded there will display the full note a browser window.

Mindomo Bookm arks X

Refresh

Found 50
Evernote Search, Saved Searches and Syntax

) ) Mind mapping + Evernote E
Like 1 Tweet 2 This page has been shared 2
times. View these Tweets. 23 inShare.
71 Features of an Evernote Note | Jason Frasca @M‘

Evernote ...

hitpofwww jasonirasca.comdeco show more

Jason Frasca questions

Tell me a little about your businesses (Flease
insert eacht one you wish to highlight here)...

To add a note from this bookmarks window to your mind map, first select a topic in the map.
Then click on the drop-down arrow in the upper right corner of the Evernote topic you want to
add. Select “add as subtopic” and Mindomo inserts it into your mind map, using the note’s title
as the topic text, while the note’s contents are converted into a topic note. Drag and drop is not
supported. | tried it and it didn’t work.

When | looked at the contents of one of the Evernote notes | moved into Mindomo, | discovered
that all formatting was removed — including the returns at the end of paragraphs. So all of the
note text appears as one really long, plain-text paragraph. | suspect this was a conscious
decision on the part of Mindomo’s developers, because many users of Evernote use its web
clipper to capture web pages. If you tried to move one of these captured articles into Mindomo,
it would contain a lot of extraneous formatting that Mindomo may not be able to interpret. Still,
I’'m a little disappointed, because | typically use bold text and bullet points in Evernote to help
me organize the contents of my longer notes. It's a shame that all gets smashed together into
one hard-to-read paragraph when it makes the transition into Mindomo.
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Mindmeister

MindMeister is the leading web-based mind mapping
application in the world. Its developers recently added
Evernote integration to its impressive suite of capabilities.
You can do so by clicking on the

“files” tab on the right side of the workspace, then on the
“Add File...” button. When you do so, the dialog box
expands to show four places from which you can attach
files to your mind map: A local file directory, Dropbox,
Google Drive and Evernote.

When | clicked on the Evernote icon, | was transferred to a
new dialog box that first asked me to connect my Evernote
account with MindMeister, and then displayed the notes in
my Evernote account, in reverse chronological order

Page 7
Notes Links Files Tasks
No attachments
Add File... v

DE6

Local File Dropbox Google Drive

L)

Evernote

(newest first). There is no search field and no capability to drill down via my folder structure in

Evernote (see the screen shot below).

Upload from Evernote

= MMI: Start your day w/ a dashb. ..

= "What if?" autoresponder serie. .
= Mind mapping: An amplifier for__.
= Amazing

= Creativity interview series

= 14 ways to build on other peop...
= Julianne's YouTube video

= How to Instantly Revive Old BI. ..

= Mind maps for leaders and mana...

lem |

Upload Cancel
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If you have a lot of notes in Evernote like | do, this is a major disadvantage. It should have at

least a search field!

Once you have attached your note to a
map topic, it looks like the screen shot
at right. The map topic now contains a
link icon and the tabbed dialog box
displays it under the “files” tab. You
can attach multiple files to a single
map branch in MindMeister; they are

Notes Links Files Tasks

Evernote_Search__Saved

| Evernote integration J Review_of_Jason_Womack

Create_Great_Content__

Attachments
Evernote_Search... - 127 KB
of, on...- 18 KB .
Co...- 507 KB Add File... -

displayed in the files tab to the right of the workspace, as well as below the topic, if you hover

your mouse over the top of it for more than a second.

Clicking on the paperclip icon in the
map topic displays a pop-over window
with your notes contents, like the view
at right. | tried this with several notes.
The first was a web page about
repurposing content from the excellent
Content Marketing Institute website,
which | clipped from a blog post. It
worked very well and preserved all of
the formatting. A second test with a
blog post that contained some large

— —

Missed #CMWorld? We've got you covered! Check out our Video On Demand Package!  Click for i

Ilcons & Images

CONTENT /@@ &/ m-
MARKETING V) EIEGS :’;‘
INSTITUTE 51
Notes Links Files Tasks
Evernate_Search__Saved
LATEST ARTICLES RESEARCH FREE WEBINARS WHITE PAPERS/EBOOKS COM Review_of Jason_Womack

Create_Great_Content__

THE CONTENT MARKETING INSTITUTE'S s
WHITE PAPER lannnv Add File... -

blithed OCTOBER 28, 2013

’ Create Gi‘eat

. I b

& Create_Great_Content_ How_to_G htm|

text didn’t work at all — just a bunch of jumbled text and images. This is exactly what | was

talking about in my review of Mindomo’s handling of its Evernote integration. By the time the

web page code reaches your MindMeister map, it has already traveled through two iterations —

first on the native web page, and second, as Evernote interpreted it when it clipped the page.

Sometimes, important data may get lost in the process.
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My next test was to import a note
that contains some basic text
formatting — the first sentence was
bold. This turned out much better,
as you can see in the screen shot at
right. The font isn’t preserved (the
original note was formatted in Arial
10 point) but the bold text is. Nice!
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The Productivity Pack: Deep thinking and practical techniques you can use to
accomplish more

T you're looking for practical strategies to help you be more productive and successfil in your
work and life, then you ought ta take a look at the Productivity Pack offered by author and
speaker Jason Womack. This powerful "productivity kit' can help you achieve more with less
stress and to move more confidently toward your goals.

The Productivity Pack is ideal for any leader, entrepreneur or executive who wants to achieve
more, but s already overwhelmed by too many priorities and not enough time to address
them, much less get better organized and productive. It's flled with thought-provoking
exercises that will help you to assess your cusrent mindset and habits, and to develop better
ones that help vou be more focused, productive and creative.

I've been reading books and articles on success, productivity and creativity for over 30 vears.
During that time, T've enconntered some astoundingly good advice but also a substantial
amount of recycled, "feel good" crap that doesn't really help anyone be more effective in their
wotk and life. So when I started to work my way through the materials in The Productivity
Pack, I did so with a high level of skepticism.

1 needn't have wotried. Womack comes at his topic with a level of clarity and practicality that
is refreshing, and he provides thought experiments and exercises to help you begin to think

abont your work, your habits and your potential in a new way. Despite the fact that I've been
reading about this topic for three decades. I still found plenty of great ideas and things to think
ahrnt that T hadn't haard hafres

& Review_of Jason Wo

and which are rhallanmine ma to rathinl tha wac T annenach

mack's_Produ htm|
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Evernote_Search__Saved
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The bottom line is that MindMeister’s integration with Evernote works fairly well — most of the

time. It's Evernote search needs some improvement. Otherwise, you may have to scroll forever

to find just the note you’re looking for.

Curio

Curio, a Mac-based personal note taking, mind
mapping, brainstorming, and task management

application, gives you access to your Evernote

folders and notes, where you can easily drag and
drop notes into its rich, flexible workspace. Text
notes, voice recordings, and snapshot photos
from Evernote notes are all supported within

Curio.

As you can see from this screenshot of an

O o Q O M NS

Search: [Q_ |

\

Notebook: | goobimama's notebook

Tag: | reviews

Kind: [ Any Kind

Modified: | Since Yesterday

Sort By: f Date Updated

e @ @@

Zoom:

inspector panel in Curio, it gives you a lot of e

flexibility when searching your Evernote
database. Once you have typed in a search term,
you can filter and sort the results up to 5 ways —
very powerful. Search results are displayed at the
bottom of the inspector as note titles and
thumbnail images. Developer Zengobi has
thoughtfully included a zoom bar so you can
display more or fewer notes in the search results.

(" Refresh

¥.€

Logout \

Twitter

reviews

Curio Review

reviews


http://www.zengobi.com/products/curio/
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| also see a drag handle in the lower right corner of this window, which means you can expand it
to show more search results if you want to.

This looks like a very elegant integration of Curio and Evernote!

Mural.ly

Mural.ly is a cloud-based platform that allows you to aggregate links and other web content
(including images, embedded video, links, and social media content) and display them in a
customizable space that resembles a bulletin board or wall. It also offers collaborative features,
S0 you can share your “murals” with others and co-create murals with them.

Evernote - Q X 2. & . .. MurallyandEvernote ="

TOOLS -5

Search for notes on your account

Search for Notes on your account.. E
Co | nOTERODKS ‘-I-’ G
* { Mind mapping + Evernote |
All notes Loeslnel :'E |
E == Progress . MMI report
. How mind mapping and
ﬂ | Evemnote can work together to |
| provide a total information
CONTENT management solution
10 - Mind | » Ever notes strength is as an
mapping e
pros/cons E .\
- o -

11-Mind 2 - Smartphone

as creativity
platform

mapping - tools

S S B H D

SHOW

Mural.ly does an excellent job of supporting Evernote. Its developers don’t treat integration with
it as an afterthought. Instead, in the toolbar on the left side of the screen, there’s a button with
Evernote’s distinctive elephant logo, which you can use to connect to your Evernote account
and then easily add content from your notes to your murals.


http://mural.ly/
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When | connected some of the mind mapping applications in this report to my Evernote account,

the integration process was rather buggy, with occasional error messages and failed attempts at

first. In contrast, Mural.ly handled this process very smoothly. When it was done with the one-

time authorization process, it immediately displayed a neatly organized list of my Evernote

notebooks. Above that is a keyword search tool. That’s right — Mural.ly gives you both options, a

first in this review.

| really appreciate this, because sometimes | know exactly where | note I’'m looking for is

located. | just want to navigate to the folder, find the note and drag and drop it into my mural —

done! Other times, | may not have any idea where a specific note is stored, or | may want to

search my entire Evernote database for everything | have captured on a specific topic. | love the

fact that Mural.ly accommodates both scenarios.

Adding a note from the application’s Evernote window is a simple drag and drop operation.

Mural.ly does a decent job of retaining basic text formatting, including bold text — even for an

article that | captured from a blog in
Evernote, and then dragged and
dropped into a mural in Mural.ly.
Notes in the Mural.ly workspace
contain a small elephant icon in the
corner, so you know what their
source is. Nice!

Once you have imported a note into
Mural.ly, you can do some special
things with it that are specific to
Evernote, such as opening it in
Evernote, previewing its contents in
a browser, extracting any images it
contains and annotating it with
comments. Comments are added as
a separate element in the Mural.ly
workspace, with an arrow pointing
toward the note (see the screen
shot at right).

# Open in Evernote
(® Open Preview
Info

Extract Images
Add Comment
Duplicate

Lock

Bring to front
Send to back
Delete
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How mind mapping and Evernote can
work together to provide a total
information management solution

Ever notes strength is as an information
repository that is taggable and
searchable. But its weakness is its
inability to gather information into
collections were you can see the
relationships between different content
elements.
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Comments can be collapsed; in closed form, they appear as a small black conversation balloon
with a number inside it, which corresponds to the number of comments it has received.

Stepping back from the Evernote integration and talking more broadly about Mural.ly’s elegant

interface, one of the core tenets of its design is to
enable collaboration. That’s why it handles Mind mapping + Evernote
comments the way it does. It’s ideal for small MMI report

teams to prototype designs for web pages,

How mind mapping and Evernote can
diagrams, advertising concepts and more. This work together to provide a total
information management solition

gives the team the ability to their feedback in an
Ever notes strength is as an information

organized way, so they can reach consensus repository that is

faster.

| like the flexibility that Mural.ly provides with f;laﬁon ipf between different content

ement
these comments. You can easily move the head /
of the arrow to any location within the note —

chuck ~

which is useful if your comment refers to one This is my comment on this
specific part of the note. | also really like the fact
that you can collapse comments, which helps to CLOSE

reduce the visual clutter on screen.

In conclusion, Mural.ly has a very well-designed, intuitive Evernote integration.

Questions?

Please contact Chuck Frey at chuck@chuckfrey.com.

Please visit the Mind Mapping Software Blog for all of the latest news, trends and resources
related to visual mapping.

You can also follow Chuck Frey on Twitter for even more insights and ideas.
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